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What is a database, anyway?

A database is just a collection of data. In the case of
WordPress specifically, it's where information on your
User accounts, your Pages, your Posts, your Categories

and a whole bunch of other information is stored.
Because WordPress is designed to build your site “on-
the-fly”, it stores and retrieves a huge amount of the
information in a database, so that it can be used in the
appropriate places without having to store that
information multiple times.

WordPress uses a MySQL database, which they use
because it is extremely fast, and is also the most
widely-used database server in the world. And like
WordPress, it’s open-source, and free, and is
supported by most web hosts.



Using PHPMyAdmin with WordPress

* How to find out the username, password and location
for your MySQL database

* How to log into PHPMyAdmin

* How to manually back up your database from
PHPMyAdmin

* How to change admin username
* How to change a password
* How to change an email on user account
* How to change the site URL

* How to change WordPress database prefix for
improved security



How to find out the username, password and
location for your database

You'll need an FTP client and FTP information for your
hosting account (Filezilla, SmartFTP)

You'll need a text editor (notepad, notepad++)

You’'ll need to know the location of your WordPress
install (Most commonly under /public_html or a
subdirectory)

Use FIP to download a copy of the wp-config.php file
for your WordPress site.



Entering FIP Settings into your FTP client
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Status: Retrieving directory listing. .. Site Manager I&J
Command: PWD
Response: 257 "" iz your current location Select Entry: ! e 3 5
Status: Directory listing successful s General | Advanced | Transfer Settings | Charset| >
..... arphic 7
&=
Local site: | :'\webwork\Orphic\orphicworkbenchy, || = m orphic.mobi Host: orphicworkbench.com  Port:
et 00 Al &= orphicworkbench
Orphic site stuff 2 Protocol: [FI'P - File Transfer Protocol - | i

orphic.maobi
orphicworkbench
orphicworkbench2.com

Filename

=

Filesize Filei

Empty directory.

Server/Local file

Direction Remote file

----- il orphicworkbench2.com
----- pamelacornish.com

Encryption: |Use plain FTP

=
----- 4 passportintime new host
----- ] passportintime. com
----- 4 paulhyde-author.com Logon Type: |Norma| v|
..... i i |
'] pu’epa?randcusbams.com s whbenchlog
----- L perepairandcustoms.com
----- 4 perepairdallas.net Password:  sesessssssss
----- 4 peakmanagementnm.com A
----- 4l peakproperties. me :
| perfectweddinasofstthon ™ i
- = = Comments:
.
| New Site H New Folder |
| Mew Bookmark | I Rename I
| beete || Duplicate |
l Connect ] | 0K ] [ Cancel

Filesize Filetype Last modified
File folder 4/2/2014 2:19:1...
File folder 3/26/2014 4:45:...
File folder 3/26/2014 4:35:...
File folder 3/26/2014 4:35:...
File folder 3/26/2014 4:35:...
File folder 3/26/2014 4:35:...
File folder 3/26/2014 4:35:...
File folder 3/26/2014 4:45....

I

~Jority

Status

| Queued files | Failed transfers

| Successful transfers

FEE Queue: empty




Finding the correct directory for your WordPress site

File Edit View Transfer Server Bookmarks Help
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Finding the wp-config.php file
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Transfer Server Bookmarks Help

| A~-FEEE) e v B &I X TN

| Host: Username: Password: Part: MJE]
Command: PASY -
Response: 227 Entering Passive Mode (192,185,30,104,152,172)
Command: RETR. wp-config.php
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|®  wp-config-sample.php 3,087 PHP File 3/26/2014 4:47:... 0644
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wp-config.php file

// ** MySQL settings - You can get this info from your web host ** / /
/** The name of the database for WordPress */
define('DB_NAME!', 'wkbenchlog wrdp1');

/** MySQL database username */
define('DB_USER', 'wkbenchlog wrdp1');

/** MySQL database password */
define('DB_PASSWORD', jemFF55gYYt&887@");

/** MySQL hostname */
define('DB_HOST, 'localhost');



Logging in to PHPMyAdmin

php
Welcome to phpMyAdmin

rLanguage

English (utf-8) ¥

rLog in

Username: wkbenchlog_wrdp1

EF| B

Password:

Go

(i) Cookies must be enabled past this point




First look at PHPMyAdmin

pheMyAdmin
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| wp_terms :
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| wp_users
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« Version information: 3.4.11.1, latest stable version: 4.1.12
« Documentation

=| wp_wponlinebackup_ever

~| wp_wponlinebackup_gene s+ Wiki

| wp_wponlinebackup_item « Official Homepage
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wp_wpanlinehackup_srﬂ + Get support

/= wp wponlinebackup st + List of changes
|




How to manually back up your database from
PHPMyAdmin

Always make a backup of your database before making any other
changes to it. You can permanently break a WordPress site by
incorrectly making changes.

Use the Export function in PHPMyAdmin to manually copy your
WordPress database

Check the “Custom” settings on the Export Method

Make sure that the correct database tables are selected (usually, all of
them)

Make sure that the “Output:” setting is set to “Save output to a file”
The “Format:” should be set to SQL

Under Format-specific options, make sure “Add DROP DATABASE
statement is selected

Click the “Go” button at the bottom of the window to Export
Remember where you saved your database backup file



php
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[ wp_commentmeta
[ wp_comments
[& wp_links

[F wp_options

|| wp_postmeta

[F| wp_posts
|=| wp_redirection_404

|| wp_redirection_groups
|| wp_redirection_items

|=| wp_redirection_logs

|=| wp_redirection_modules
|= wp_terms

|| wp_term_relationships
|| wp_term_taxonomy

|=| wp_usermeta

[= wp_users

|=| wp_wponlinebackup_actiy
|=| wp_wponlinebackup_even
|=| wp_wponlinebackup_gen¢
|=| wp_wponlinebackup_item
|=| wp_wponlinebackup_local
|= wp_wponlinebackup_scar
[~ wp wponlinebackup statt

PHPMyAdmin Export Custom Settings

i@ Custom - display all possible options

Table(s):

Select All / Unselect All

wp_commentmeta
wp_comments
wp_links

wp_options
wp_postmeta
wp_posts
wp_redirection_404
wp_redirection_groups
wp_redirection_items
wp_redirection_logs

Output:

# Save output to afile

File name template: &

Character set of the file:

Compression:

View output as text

Format:

@DATABASE@

utf-8

None

T

¢

use this for future exports

sQL v



How to manually restore your database from within
PHPMyAdmin

Use the IMPORT function in PHPMyAdmin to restore a database that
is damaged or corrupted, or if you need to restore to an earlier
backup of the database.

— Use the “Choose File” button to upload the SQL backup file that you
want to restore

— The Partial Import function can be useful if the database/database file
is very large
- Make sure you select “SQL” as the file format.



phpMyAdmin

S8l 006
[E wp_commentmeta

[ wp_comments

[Z wp_links

[Z] wp_options

|=] wp_postmeta

[Z wp_posts

|=] wp_redirection_404

|=] wp_redirection_groups
|=] wp_redirection_items

|=] wp_redirection_logs

|=] wp_redirection_modules
[Z wp_terms

|=] wp_term_relationships
|7 wp_term_taxonomy

|7 wp_usermeta

[E wp_users

|=] wp_wponlinebackup_acti
|=] wp_wponlinebackup_even
|=] wp_wponlinebackup_gen
|=] wp_wponlinebackup_item
[ wp_wponlinebackup_loca
|=] wp_wponlinebackup_scar

|=] wp_wponlinebackup_stat

Using the Import function

[ Databases L] SQL

Importing into the current server

File to Import:

(G, Status

7 Processes

[& Export

El Import

> | Variables

Charsets

|& Engines

f2 Synchronize

& Settings

File may be compressed (gzip, bzip2, zip) or uncompressed.
A compressed file's name must end in .[format].[compression]. Example: .sql.zip

Browse your computer: | Choose File | No file chosen

Character set of the file: | utf-g

Partial Import:

X |

(Max: 50MiB)

(¢ Allow the interruption of an import in case the script detects it is close to the PHP timeout limit. (This might be good way to import large files, however it can break fransactions.)

Mumber of rows to skip, starting from the first row: |

Format:

saL

Format-Specific Options:

SQL compatibility mode:

(¢ Do not use auTo_1wcazMeENT for zero values ¢

MNONE

¥

@



How to change WordPress username, password, or email

* Username is listed in the wp_users table as “user_login”.
It can be changed as plain text.

* Password is listed in the wp_users table as “user_pass”.
It must be changed using the MD5 Function.

* Email is listed in the wp_users table as “user_email”. It
can be changed as plain text.



PriprrTa s swmans

QE 300 8

[=| wp_commentmeta

|5 wp_comments

|| wp_links

|=| wp_options

[=| wp_postmeta

|Z] wp_posts
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Selecting a user to edit in wp_users table

[ Browse | 34 Structure | L SQL | 4 Search | ¥ Inset  [& Export = =} Import | 4 Qperations

" Showing rows 0- 0 ( ~1total & , Query took 0.0005 sec)

SELECT"
FROM “wp_users’
LIMITO 30
|| Profiling {Infine] [ Edit ] [ Explain SAL ][ Create PHF Code ] [ Refresh ]
Show: | |30 ' raw(s) starting rom row # | | in| horizantal v | mode and repeat headers after | 100 | cells
+ Options
T ID user login user pass user_nicename user_email user_url user registered  user ac
| o Edit |1 Infine Edit i-t Capy & Delete 1 admin SPEBERZGANZ62YSKNxd 1kOLIEvZHHh20 demtﬂ_a{imin ken(@orphicworkshop.com 2014-03-26 17:45:04

4+ Check All/ Uncheck All With selected: 7 Change @ Delete [ Export

Show: | |30 row(s) starting from row # | in .hgrizgma| v | mode and repeat headers after [100 cells

| Query results operations |

@ Print view LE.'J Print view (with full texts) [& Export il Display chart [ Create view




The wp_users edit screen

phpMyAdmin
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| wp_commentmeta
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wp_links
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wp_postmeta
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wp_redirection_404
wp_redirection_groups
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wp_redirection_logs
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How to change the site URL

If your site URL is changing (for example, to a different
directory) you can change it in the MySQL database.

The site URL should be changed in two different
locations in the wp_options table.

The first is listed as “siteurl” (ex.
http:/ /orphicworkbench.com/test1)

The second is listed as “home”, and will usually have an
identical value.

This is one way to make this change, but if the URL is
changing for your entire site, there is a script you can
run to modify all instances of it in the database (see
http:/ /codex.wordpress.org/Moving WordPress )




Changing the siteurl setting in wp_options
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How to change wordpress database prefix for improved security

First, find the $table_prefix line in your wp-config.php file. By
default, it is usually set to “wp_" You can set that prefix to
something more complicated, like “wp_a123456_"

Change the prefix first in the wp-config.php file, but DO NOT
UPLOAD that file via FTP until you have made the changes to the
MySQL database as well

In PHPMyAdmin, you'll see a listed of all your tables on the left-
hand side. Each one must be renamed using the identical prefix you
decided on above

You can do this by selecting each table in the list, then selecting the
“Operations” tab at the top of the PHPMyAdmin page.

Remember to click “Go” for each change you make.



Changing the table prefix in wp-config.php

—

10 20 a0 40 50 €0 70 g0 a0 1?0 1}0
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@ New project 57 * WordPress Datsbase Table prefix.

Dfdder og +

YAan an hat niFinl im =2171aF1AR iR n sfaha T F 1 T 3R 3 1R,
589 * You can have multiple installations in one database if you give each a unigue

60 * prefix. Only numbers, letters, and underscorss please!
al =/

62 Stable prefix = 'wp ';

63|

64 /i

§% * WordPress Localized Langquage, defaults te English.

66 =+

67 * Change this to localize WordPress.

68 =+

language must be installe
69 #* de DE.mo to wp-content/la

70 * language support.

FEY

72 define ('"WELANG', ''):

713

T4 /*+

75 + For developers: WordPress desbugging mods.

76 *

= Thmmr ke . m=nT o) - Tat . T, Ty e ] "
71 * Change this to true to snable the display of notices during development.
TE b < A Fh Aarralam - P DEBIG
78 * It that d theme developers uss WP DEBUG

78 + in their development environments.
80 +/
81 define ('WP_DEBUG', false);

85 /+* Absolute path to the WordPress directory. */
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| wp_commentmeta

|7 wp_comments

=] wp_links

| wp_options

=] wp_postmeta

[Z| wp_posts

| wp_redirection_404

| wp_redirection_groups
| wip_redirection_items

|=] wp_redirection_logs

| wp_redirection_modules
=] wp_terms

| wip_term_relationships
|| wp_term_taxonomy

=] wp_usermeta

| wp_users

| wp_wponlinebackup_actiy
|=] wp_wponlinebackup_even
| wp_wponlinebackup_gene
| wp_wponlinebackup item

| wp wponlinebackup local

Changing table prefix in Operations

metaid v (singly) | Ascending ¥

Table options

Rename table to [ =
| wp_commentmeta

Table comments

Storage Engine 4 InnoDB
Calcn utfd_unicode ci

AUTO_INCREMENT

ROW_FORMAT COMPACT 5

orphicbe wrdpl ¥ | . |wp_commentmeta

#| Add AUTO_INCREMENT value

Go

| Copy table to (database.table):

orphicbe_wrdp! ¥ | . |wp_commentmeta

Structure only
» Structure and data
Data only
Add DROP TABLE
Add AUTO_INCREMENT value
Switch to copied table

Go

Go

Go



